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To better understand the true spirit 
breathing life into the City of the 
Saint, you need to walk through 
the age-old markets in Piazza delle 
Erbe and Piazza dei Frutti where 
fresh produce is sold; go inside the 
Palazzo del Bo, seat of the university 
in centuries past, visit the Basilica of 
St. Anthony and remember to take 
time to admire Giotto’s frescos in 
the Scrovegni Chapel. Heading out 
towards Venice, you’ll go through 
the university district of Portello, 

with the monumental gate of Porta 
Ognissanti, travelling first along the 
Piovego canal, and then the Brenta. 
These medieval waterways ensured 
communication between Padua and 
Venice for many centuries, through 
the renowned Riviera del Brenta. 
This area’s historical and cultural 
value can be observed in the 
significant concentration of Venetian 
villas that had a major influence on 
the development of towns along the 
Riviera, including the riverside towns 
of Stra, Fiesso, Dolo, and Mira. The 
beauty of Venetian architecture can 
be admired not only in the countless 
aristocratic buildings, but also in 
the rustic abodes, which despite 

having lost their original productive 
functioning, still preserve the noble 
details of Venetian buildings – in the 
variety of chimneys, elaborate eaves, 
and barchesse porticos. Among the 
many vessels that once navigated 
the waters of the Brenta Canal, one 
unique example was the burchiello, 
a flat-bottom boat with a finely 
decorated cabin, which was mainly 
used by the Venetian noble class. 
Travelling by bike, you can follow 
the same route and admire the same 
scenery that awed travelers centuries 
ago – the Villa Pisani (3) in Stra, the 

charming village of Dolo, or the Villa 
Foscari, also called “La Malcontenta (1),”
which represents the height of 
Palladian architecture. A little further 
on, you’ll reach Mestre; here you are 
advised to leave your bike in one 
of the serviced parking areas at the 
station and take the train into Venice. 
One of the peculiar qualities that 
makes this city one-of-a-kind is that 
of not allowing bicycles in its calli 
(alleys) and campielli (piazzas). Venice 
is the most rewarding conclusion 
imaginable for this journey focusing 
on art and architecture. 

1.4 Padua–Venice. On the route of the Burchiello.
Fourth leg
Distance: 40 km
Difficulty level: 

1

2

3
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